SCENARIO

You have been invited to a summit with the United Nations in March. The global warming consortium of the world is meeting to discuss the impact of humans on global warming. They have requested that you present your ideas on the contributing factors of global warming as, the next generation. The essential question is this, has our climate changed over the past 100 years mainly because of human activity or, could there be some other cause?  Justify your answer!
TASK

Your quest is to determine the reasons that the planet is warming, and if they are related to human activity. You will work in groups and present back to class the information you have found. This information may be obtained by the foundation questions below. 

FOUNDATION QUESTIONS:
1. What is climate? 
  

2. What is global warming (explain how it is caused)? 
  

3. List human activities that would impact climate. 
  

4. What are the average temperatures over the past 50- 100 years? 
  

5. What causes CO2 increases? 
  

6. What part does human activity (pollution, farming…) play in global warming? 

PRODUCT
Your group will construct a written set of recommendations describing whether or not human activity has the main impact on global warming.  Your groups will also have to prepare a presentation given to the class to discuss your recommendations with your fellow students.  The information given in your presentation must be presented through visuals and written essay.  (Remember you have to reach consensus with the others in the class after the presentations) The final recommendations will be taken to the United Nations this spring.   Your work should be done with google and shared with me at dking@egsd.net.
RESOURCES

Woods Hole research center on global warming 

http://www.whrc.org/globalwarming/warmingearth.html 

Numerous areas about global warming. 



Environmental Protection Agency 

http://www.epa.gov 

Governmental  site that has information on ozone information, global warming, pollution and other environmental areas. 



This is the Government environmental pollution agency 

http://www.epa.gov 

The information the government has collected on many different areas of pollution, environment etc. 



Scientific Controversy about Global Warming 

http://www.skepticism.net/global_warming/index.html 

This gives different viewpoints on global warming. 



Global Warming - Central Information Center 

http://www.law.pace.edu/env/energy/globalwarming.html 

This is an informative site. Many aspects of global warming are discussed. 



The Information center on Ozone and its action on global warming 

http://www.ozone.org 

This site has latest science findings, solutions, campaigns, opposition viewpoints, and activism areas. 



Global Warming and Environment Site 

http://www.globalwarming.com 

This site has news, statistics, as well as wider aspects such as environmental issues in third world countries. 



International Center on Global Warming 

http://www.globalwarming.net 

This site discusses aims and objectives of the world leaders on global warming issues, conferences, world resources etc. 



ReferenceSite: Encyclopedia 

http://www.encyclopedia.com 

Basic information to refresh one’s background about global warming. Articles on global warming, rainforests, pollution, greenhouse effect etc. 



New Scientist magazine 

http://www.newscientist.com/keysites/hotspots/hotspots.html 

This site has chemical, physical and biological areas with weather, environment and ecology as well as back issues and links to discover science. 



Impact of Global Warming on the world 

http://www.climatehotmap.org 

Fingerprints Shows maps of hot spots, harbingers of global warming and the future problems. This has other web sites to consider also. 

PRODUCT
Your group will construct a written set of recommendations describing whether or not human activity has the main impact on global warming.  Your groups will also have to prepare a presentation given to the class to discuss your recommendations with your fellow students.  The information given in your presentation must be presented through visuals and written essay.  (Remember You have to reach consensus with the others in the class after the presentations) The final  recommendations will be taken to Oslo. 

ASSESSMENT

	GLOBAL WARMING - WRITTEN PRESENTATION RUBRIC


	COMPETENCY
	Advanced (4)
	Intermediate (3)
	Beginner (2)
	No Attempt (0)
	Total Points 

	Development
	A clear position is identified and fully supported.
	A clear position is identified and partially supported.
	Identified position lacks clarity and is partially supported.
	Identified position is missing or ambiguous and not supported.
	

	Organization
	Organizational plan is logical and consistently maintained.
	Organizational plan is logical and generally maintained.
	Organizational plan contains some logical flaws.
	Organizational plan is illogical and/or not maintained.
	

	Web support
	Almost all external links provide relevant information to support the answer.  The number of external links represents a thorough search for relevant sites.  Most linked sites are high quality.
	Most external links provide some support for the answer.  The number of external links represents some research.  Several linked sites are high quality.
	Minimally shows links to provide support for questions. Few research links chosen and of those few are high quality. 
	Does not show any work at all as far as research. Less than four sites and few are quality.
	

	Communication
	All words spelled correctly, grammar has been checked for accuracy. Appropriate for high school level
	All words spelled correctly, few grammar and syntax errors.
	Some words misspelled some grammar errors.
	Spelling errors improper grammar.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


	GLOBAL WARMING -  PRESENTATION RUBRIC


	COMPETENCY
	Advanced (4)
	Intermediate (3)
	Beginner (2)
	No Attempt (0)
	Total Points 

	Development
	A clear position is identified and fully supported.
	A clear position is identified and partially supported.
	Identified position lacks clarity and is partially supported.
	Identified position is missing or ambiguous and not supported.
	

	Organization
	Organizational plan is logical and consistently maintained.
	Organizational plan is logical and generally maintained.
	Organizational plan contains some logical flaws.
	Organizational plan is illogical and/or not maintained.
	


	Knowledgeable about subject
	Speaks clearly and confidently about the subject. Answers questions clearly and concisely.
	Speaks clearly and knows about the subject very well. Can answer most questions.
	Minimally shows knowledge of subject.
	Does not show any work at all as far as research. Does not understand  subject.
	

	Communication
	Speaks loudly enough with appropriate word usage and grammar.
	Speaks clearly and uses appropriate language and grammar. 
	Some grammar errors in speaking.
	Does not add to presentation.
	


