[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.png]



         Mr. King

Forensics 338
Course Outline

Objectives:

· To use a multidisciplinary approach to solve problems in forensic science.
· Apply physical and life sciences to solve forensic problems.
· Further develop habits of good observation skills, gathering data and arriving at intelligent conclusions based on their observations.
· Develop the ability to work effectively in teams in order to design experiments, research forensic methodologies and analyze data.
Course Topics:

· A few of the topics covered are:

· Forensics science intro
· Types of evidence
· Crime scene analysis
· Fingerprint analysis

· Fiber analysis

· DNA analysis

· Toxicology

Assessment:

· The following evaluations will be used to determine each quarter grade.  A final, cumulative exam is required of all students and will comprise 20 % of the final grade.

· Assessments

    40%

· Classwork/Labwork
    60%
Primary focus:  practice forensic science & analyzing physical evidence found at crime scenes

· Teach basic processes and principles of scientific thinking

· Observe, collect/classify data, look for relationships, forming hypothesis, testing and then drawing conclusions or opinion.

Why forensics:  last 20 years = huge growth in interest.. CSI, forensics files..


3 trends:

1. People want to be detectives; want to solve problems and puzzles

2. science is an important tool in answering questions

3. interest in high school is increasing

     Forensics = multidisciplinary, uses chem., bio, physics, psych, sociology

Ultimate goal = make sense of complex problems involving numerical data, evidence uncertainty & logic as well as improve small group communication.

Format = teams of 3-5 students work together and brainstorm, assign individual tasks to solve a problem w/ minimal direction.  Inquiry = true teacher

