Ch 3 The Crime Scene

Crime scene-

· Any place where evidence can be provided

· Info must be collected systematically, scientifically, and legally
· Can have multiple sites, i.e. a person could be murdered in one place & transported to another

Preservation of crime scene


Isolate & secure the scene

Document the scene


Search for evidence


Collect & package evidence maintaining the chain of custody



.


Submit evidence to the crime lab

Documentation

· Notes—date and time, description of the location, weather and environmental conditions, description of the crime, location of the evidence relative to other key points, the names of all people involved, modifications that have occurred and other relevant information

· Photography—photos of scene and surroundings, mid-range to close-up photos with various angles of each piece of evidence, photos as viewed by any witnesses.  

· Sketches—inclusion of date, time, scale, reference points, distance measurements, names of investigators, victims, suspects, and a legend (key)

· Videography—allows narration (non-subjective) to be included
Search method

· Line or strip method—best in large, outdoor scenes

· Grid method—basically a double-line search; effective, but time-consuming

· Zone method—most effective in houses or buildings; teams are assigned small zones for searching

· Wheel or ray method—best on small, circular crime scenes

· Spiral method—may move inward or outward; best used where there are no physical barriers
Evidence collection

· One individual should be designated as the evidence collector 
· Each item must be placed in a separate container, sealed, and labeled

· Most fragile is collected and packaged first

· Different types of evidence require specific or special collection and packaging techniques

· The body is the property of the coroner or medical examiner.  The collection of evidence on the body is done by that department

Chain of custody


There must be a written record of all people who have had possession of an item of evidence.

· The evidence container must be marked for identification

· The collector’s initials  should be placed on the seal

· If evidence is turned over to another person, the transfer must be recorded.

Crime scene reconstruction

Stages

· Data collection

· Hypothesis formation

· Examination, testing and analysis

· Determination of the significance of the evidence

· Theory formulation

