Ch 1 outline
Objectives:

· Crime lab operations

· Forensics history

· Federal rules of evidence

· Types of law in criminal justice system

Forensic science


Study and application of science to matters of law.  Synonymous to criminalistics

Crime labs

· Used to examine evidence

· Several departments

· Physical science

· Chemistry

· Physics

· Geology


· Ballistics

· Biology

· Document examinations

· Photography

· Toxicology

· Fingerprints

· Variety of scientists employed (i.e. odontology, entomology, palynology…)

· Found at federal, state, or local level

· i.e., FBI, DEA, ATF…

History of forensics 

· Ranges from 200 BC to present day

Methodology

1. Locard principle (Edmund Locard 1900):



Whenever two objects come into contact, there is always a transfer of material.  The methods of detection may not always be sensitive enough to demonstrate this, or the decay rate may be so rapid that all evidence of transfer has vanished after a given time.  Nonetheless the transfer has taken place.

2. Uses scientific method

Criminal Justice and the Law

3. Different types of law in U.S. Criminal Justice system governed by the U. S. constitution.

1. Constitution

2. Statutory law- Laws enacted by a governmental body or agency having power to make law (i.e. Congress).  Based on constitution.

3. Common Law- made by judges.  

4. Civil Law- made by citizens, i.e. contracts, property transfers, agreements…
5. Criminal law- public law.  Deals with regulation and enforcement of rights. 



Misdemeanor



Felony

6. Equity law- remedial or preventive law, i.e injunctions or restraining orders.

7. Administrative law- includes rules or laws established by agencies (IRS, SS, or military).

4. All individuals in this country are protected by bill or rights
Steps in pursuing justice:
1. Crime is committed, then discovered

2. Suspect may be identified

3. Police investigation, Information is collected

4. Crime scene is documented then searched for evidence.

5. Information is assembled into a report for prosecutor.

6. If probable cause arrest warrant is issued.

7. After arrest, suspect is read Miranda rights, booked, fingerprinted, photographed.

8. Suspect is brought before a magistrate, judge or commissioner  w/in 72 hours for arraignment.

9. Suspect is informed of charges, rights and bail(if appropriate).  Plea of guilty, not guilty, not guilty by insanity, double jeopardy or nolo contendere.
10. If plead guilty, preliminary hearing- no jury, judge decides if enough evidence to go to trial.. determines bail.
11. Grand jury used in some states especially for a felony if voted by majority then suspect is indicted; trial date is set.

12. Plea bargains.

Types of crimes

1. Infractions- minor, petty

i.e. jaywalking, littering

2. Misdemeanors- less than one year of jail up to $2500.00

3. Felony- 5 years to life in prison greater than $100.000.00

Federal rules of evidence

1. Hearsay non admissible in criminal court.

2. Evidence must be probative (prove something)

3. Expert testimony- credibility

4. Frye standard “to be accepted in a court of law the scientific evidence  must be given by an expert witness and have gained  general acceptance in the particular field of study.
5. Daubert ruling- Stated that the Frye standard is not the only rule for admissibility of scientific evidence

a. Came about due to change in technology

