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DISCUSSION​ ​QUESTIONS Please​ ​answer​ ​in​ ​blue​ ​text. 

 

Names​ ​of​ ​people​ ​working​ ​on​ ​this​ ​document:​ ​​first​ ​and​ ​last​ ​names​ ​please 

 

1.​ ​Despite​ ​the​ ​spike​ ​in​ ​donations​ ​following​ ​the​ ​September​ ​11​ ​terrorist​ ​attacks,​ ​donations​ ​in​ ​some​ ​parts​ ​of​ ​the 
country​ ​have​ ​now​ ​sunk​ ​to​ ​a​ ​near​ ​low​ ​point.​ ​Why​ ​might​ ​that​ ​be?​ ​Do​ ​people​ ​need​ ​an​ ​emergency​ ​to​ ​inspire​ ​them 
to​ ​give​ ​blood? 

2.​ ​What​ ​prevents​ ​people​ ​from​ ​donating​ ​more​ ​routinely?​ ​Is​ ​it​ ​a​ ​question​ ​of​ ​awareness​ ​or,​ ​perhaps, 
convenience?​ ​What​ ​could​ ​the​ ​blood​ ​banks​ ​do​ ​to​ ​encourage​ ​more​ ​people​ ​to​ ​donate? 

3.​ ​Should​ ​the​ ​government​ ​ban​ ​people​ ​who​ ​have​ ​lived​ ​in​ ​Britain​ ​from​ ​giving​ ​blood,​ ​even​ ​though​ ​the​ ​risk​ ​of 
mad​ ​cow​ ​disease​ ​has​ ​not​ ​been​ ​proven?​ ​What​ ​is​ ​the​ ​appropriate​ ​balance​ ​between​ ​safety​ ​and​ ​supply? 

4.​ ​Should​ ​we​ ​properly​ ​see​ ​blood​ ​as​ ​the​ ​“gift​ ​of​ ​life”​ ​or​ ​as​ ​a​ ​commodity?​ ​What​ ​are​ ​the​ ​relative​ ​merits​ ​of​ ​each 
approach? 

5.​ ​Currently​ ​men​ ​are​ ​banned​ ​from​ ​giving​ ​blood​ ​if​ ​they’ve​ ​had​ ​sex​ ​even​ ​once​ ​with​ ​another​ ​man.​ ​Other 
high-risk​ ​groups​ ​—​ ​such​ ​as​ ​drug​ ​users​ ​and​ ​men​ ​who​ ​have​ ​sex​ ​with​ ​prostitutes​ ​—​ ​are​ ​banned​ ​from​ ​giving 
blood​ ​for​ ​only​ ​a​ ​year​ ​since​ ​their​ ​last​ ​occasion​ ​of​ ​high-risk​ ​behavior.​ ​Should​ ​society​ ​reconsider​ ​its​ ​ban​ ​on​ ​gay 
donors?​ ​What​ ​health​ ​information​ ​would​ ​we​ ​need​ ​to​ ​make​ ​that​ ​decision? 

6.​ ​With​ ​society​ ​facing​ ​continual​ ​blood​ ​shortages,​ ​should​ ​we​ ​consider​ ​paying​ ​people​ ​for​ ​their​ ​blood?​ ​That 
practice​ ​has​ ​long​ ​been​ ​discouraged​ ​as​ ​one​ ​that​ ​attracts​ ​high-risk​ ​donors.​ ​What​ ​information​ ​would​ ​we​ ​need​ ​in 
order​ ​to​ ​determine​ ​if​ ​such​ ​a​ ​practice​ ​could​ ​be​ ​safe? 
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